The role of tumor lysis in reversible posterior leukoencephalopathy syndrome.
We report on a child with B-cell lymphoma who developed hypertension and reversible posterior leukoencephalopathy syndrome (RPLS) after chemotherapy conducted during recovery from tumor lysis syndrome. After recovery from RPLS, the patient received further combination chemotherapy without recurrence of the neurological signs or symptoms suggestive of RPLS. Many etiological factors have been reported in the development of RPLS; however, little attention has been paid to tumor lysis syndrome as a contributory factor for RPLS. Tumor lysis syndrome can precipitate the development of RPLS in patients with hematological malignancies who are undergoing chemotherapy. Knowledge and awareness would help facilitate immediate management such as normalization of blood pressure and temporary cessation of chemotherapy, helping to avoid irreversible brain damage.